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(Report by Planning Policy Manager) 

 
 
1. Purpose of Report 
 
1.1 To consider an objection to the Tree Preservation Order and determine if the order should 

be confirmed or confirmed subject to modifications. 
 
2. Description 
 
2.1 The protected tree is a large Poplar to the rear of a 33m long garden of a bungalow in 

Willow Close.  
 

3. Reason for TPO 
 
3.1 The Planning Division received a Preliminary Enquiry regarding the possible redevelopment 

of Waterloo Farm in Berkley Street. The farm ceased to be a working farm many years ago 
and is now surrounded by residential properties. The protected tree is adjacent to this site 
and a Tree Preservation Order was required to ensure any potential development of 
Waterloo Farm would take this visually important tree into account.  

3.2 Policy G3 of the Core Strategy states that:  

…..A development proposal should not result in the loss of trees or woodland which are 
subject to a Tree Preservation Order, or which are considered worthy of protection….  

 
3.3 In assessing a trees amenity value to an area an Amenity Evaluation Checklist is used. 

This provides a systematic approach of determining whether or not a Tree Preservation 
Order should protect a tree or trees. A copy of the checklist is appended for your 
information. The statement of reasons in the summary clearly indicates the value of the tree 
and Tree Preservation Order L/TPO/210 was made on the 21st June 2006 to ensure the 
protection of the tree.  

 
4. Outline of objection 
 
4.1 A letter objecting to the Tree Preservation Order was received from a neighbouring property 

owner on 7th July 2006. 
 
4.2 The main points of the objection are as follows: 
 

• The large size and height of the tree constitutes a hazard to his property.  



 
• The Tree Preservation Order will affect the value of his property. 

 
• He is plagued by squirrels, crows and pigeons which nest or roost in the tree. 

 
• The beauty of the tree cannot be appreciated by the general public as it is in a rear                 

garden. 
 
4.3 In order to try to resolve the objection, a letter was sent on 20th July responding to the 

objections raised. The objector however wishes to continue his objection to the Tree 
Preservation Order. The objector also states that he is not requesting the tree to be felled 
only to be lopped to a more manageable size. 

 
5. Response to objection 
 
5.1 The large size or height of a tree does not necessarily mean the tree poses a greater 

hazard. The health, structure and form of the tree are all important factors when 
considering the safety of a tree. The District Council’s Arboricultural Officer has inspected 
the tree and considers it to be in good health with no obvious defects which could affect the 
structure or stability of the tree. The objector has submitted no contrary evidence  

 
5.2 Unless affecting the development potential of a site, Tree Preservation Orders do not 

adversely affect the value of a property. In many instances trees are considered an 
attractive feature to an area and add value to a property. 

  
5.3 The matter of the squirrels and birds nesting or roosting in the tree is also subjective. While 

the squirrels and birds may cause annoyance and problems to some, others consider that 
the wildlife enhances an area.  

 
5.4 Due to the tree’s size it is visible from a number of locations in the area and at a distance 

including passing trains on the East Coast Mainline. The tree is in particular visible from the 
Conservation Area in a number of locations (see attached photographs and photograph 
location plan).  

   
6. Conclusion 

 
6.1 This tree makes a valuable contribution to the amenity of the area and the objections put 

forward do not alter the opinion of the Arboricultural Officer that a Tree Preservation Order 
is justified.  

 
7. Recommendation 
 
7.1 That the Panel confirms Tree Preservation Order L/TPO/210. 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
Tree Preservation Order file No 746 
 
Contact Officer: Mr Brian Ogden, Arboricultural Officer 

 01480 388437 
Contributor: Mr Mike Barber, Assistant Arboricultural Officer 
  01480 388439  

 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 

 
 



 
 

 


